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WHEELER ARMY AIRFIELD — Sgt. Maj. of the
Army Raymond Chandler III, accompanied by his
wife, Jeanne, hosted a forum to talk with noncom-
missioned officers, Soldiers and spouses at the Alia-
manu Military Reservation Chapel, Monday.

Chandler said his visit was a “reconnaissance”
mission for the Department of the Army.

He and his wife travel to installations and con-
duct forums with Soldiers and families to get
feedback about what programs work and what
programs don’t quite measure up to their needs.

Chandler initiated the forum with information on
nine-month deployments, the “don’t ask, don’t tell”
policy, retirement and the drawdown of troops.

Chandler said it’s his goal to make sure that Sol-
diers and families have a good understanding of the
changes that are taking place in the Army and, more

importantly, why they are taking place.
“This is about being an engaged leader. ... You

have to lead your Soldiers and guide your family
members through what will be a challenging time
(of change),” Chandler said.

Once Chandler finished his opening remarks, he
opened the floor for questions. Soldiers addressed
concerns they have about topics like promotions, tu-
ition assistance and changes happening to Army
Regulation 607-1, which covers wear and appear-
ance of Army uniforms and insignia, and AR 600-
9, which covers the Army’s Weight Control Program.

Sgt. 1st Class Carlos Acevedo, maintenance su-
pervisor, 94th Army Air and Missile Defense Com-
mand, said Chandler addressed all the major topics
that he had concerns or questions about.

“I wanted to hear about ‘don’t ask, don’t tell,’

Acevedo said. “It is important to know how we, as
an Army, are adapting to fit in with the rest of so-
ciety … also to know what direction the society and
U.S. Army are trying to go.”

The forum concluded with a brown bag lunch,
where Soldiers were able to kick back and dine
with Chandler and his wife, and with Command Sgt.
Maj. Frank Leota, senior enlisted leader, U.S. Army
Pacific-Hawaii, and his wife, Vira.

RELATED STORY
• Army leaders address “don’t ask, don’t tell.”
See page A-2.

Read continuing coverage about Chandler’s
visit in the Sept. 30th edition of the Hawaii
Army Weekly.

SMA conducts
forum, dines
with Soldiers

High-adrenaline activities aid in
reintegration upon redeployment

Story and Photos by
SPC. DANIEL K. JOHNSON

2nd Brigade Combat Team Public Affairs, 25th Infantry Division

WAIALUA — A young Soldier stares up at a tower-
ing structure of wooden beams and steel cables as he
tightens straps and ties ropes around his body.

At the same time, he pays close attention to some
safety information an instructor is showing the group.

His heart pumps faster, and his adrenaline spikes as
he begins to climb the 30-foot tower.

Soldiers with 1st Battalion, 21st Infantry Regiment,
“Gimlets,” 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 25th Inf. Divi-
sion, negotiated an obstacle course at YMCA Camp Erd-
man, here, Sept. 7, to improve small team communi-
cation and leadership skills.

The course consisted of eight different obstacles, all
of which were wooden towers, some reaching as high
as 35 feet.

“The obstacle course allows the participants to ac-
complish things they thought they could not do,” said
Fab Ciavarra, instructor, YMCA Camp Erdman. “You
don’t know a person is a leader until they’re given the
chance to step up to that role.”

While negotiating the obstacles, Soldiers were only
allowed to use each other for balance. Using the struc-
ture, cabling or harnesses was not allowed.

“(This exercise) helps out with communication, (as)
most of the time your hands are tied up,” said Spc.
Casey Adams, Headquarters Platoon, Company B, 1st
Bn., 21st Inf. Regt. “It helps to reach inside and pull out

your communication skills (that) you may not have re-
alized you had.”

High-adrenaline activities and team-building exer-
cises like the YMCA Camp Erdman obstacle course
are also helping Soldiers reintegrate into garrison life
after deployments. Programs like this one help to ease
reintegration stress associated with a quick drop from
regular stress and adrenaline during deployment.

“Walking down the streets in Iraq keeps everyone’s

“As much as you rely on your team,
you also have to rely on yourself to
be able to pull yourself up when
you fall.”

— Spc. Casey Adams
Headquarters Platoon, Co. B,

1st Bn., 21st Inf. Regt., 2nd BCT, 25th ID

‘Gimlet’ team-building exercise promotes
leadership, communication, resiliency

Story and Photo by
SGT. 1ST CLASS RODNEY JACKSON

18th Medical Command (Deployment Support) Public Affairs

SCHOFIELD BARRACKS — Already several months
into a deployment to Afghanistan, the 124th Optom-
etry Team, 18th Medical Command (Deployment Sup-
port), is preparing a second team to replace three mem-
bers in Afghanistan.

This preparation included a field training exercise, or
FTX, at Leaders Field, here, Sept. 10.

Each team has the capability to provide ocular ex-
aminations to detect, prevent, diagnose, treat and man-

age ocular-related disorders, injuries, diseases and vi-
sual dysfunctions on the battlefield, and to provide spec-
tacle fabrication, frame assembly and repair services to
brigade and non-brigade units in the area of operations
as far forward as possible.

“We will focus primarily on combat eye protection
while deployed,” said Capt. John Stehulak, detach-
ment officer, 124th Optometry Team. “We will provide
treatment for our (U.S.) Army Soldiers and NATO coali-
tion soldiers.”

The team set up its field operation systems, includ-
ing optometry fabrication equipment, and examined

Soldiers from 18th MEDCOM during the two-day FTX.
Throughout the FTX, the unit updated 30 medical

profiles, completed 18 comprehensive eye exams, and
edged and inserted 36 lenses while conducting de-
ployment-focused training and cross training to ensure
each member could perform additional duties during the
deployment.

“The exercise improved (our) vision readiness per-
centage, and I got some hands-on training with the fab-
rication equipment that I never had before,” said Staff

124th Optometry preps second team for Afghanistan with FTX, CERTEX

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Raymond Chandler III speaks
to Soldiers and spouses about upcoming changes
in the U.S. Army, at AMR chapel, Monday.

From left to right, Pvt. Liu Chengjie, Spc. Parrot Hunter, Pvt. Zachary Brown and Spc. Ricky Lee Edwards Jr., all
with 1st Bn., 21st Inf. Regt., “Gimlets,” 2nd BCT, 25th ID, use ropes to advance a wire mounted platform across
the obstacle course at YMCA Camp Erdman, to improve small team communication and leadership skills.

Spc. Parrot Hunter (left) and Spc. Ricky Lee Edwards Jr., both with 1st Bn., 21st Inf. Regt., “Gimlets,” 2nd BCT, 25th
ID, use a zip line to dismount the obstacle course at YMCA Camp Erdman, on Oahu’s North Shore, Sept. 7.

SEE 18th MEDCOM, A-4

SEE GIMLETS, A-4



“The culture is
very artistic
and creative.”

Pvt. Kyle
Bare
Co. A, 2nd Bn.,
35th Inf. Regt.,
3rd BCT, 25th ID

“It’s a
passionate
culture.”

Cpl. Cody
Hernandez
HHC, 2nd Bn.,
35th Inf. Regt.,
3rd BCT, 25th ID

“I love the
food,
especially
spicy food.
Enchiladas are
my favorite.”

Donald
Murry
DPTMS,
USAG-HI

“The food, the
music and the
dancing. It’s
more physical
and fun.”

Sgt. Manuel
Orozco
HHC, 2nd Bn.,
35th Inf. Regt.,
3rd BCT, 25th ID

“It is a very
family-oriented
culture.”

Pvt.
Christopher
Tilley
HHC, 2nd Bn.,
35th Inf. Regt.,
3rd BCT, 25th ID

September is National Hispanic Heritage Month.

What is your favorite aspect of Hispanic culture?
Photos by U.S. Army Garrison-Hawaii Public Affairs
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The Hawaii Army Weekly wel-
comes articles from Army orga-
nizations, announcements from
the general public about com-
munity events of interest to the
military community, and letters
and commentaries.

If you have newsworthy ideas
or stories youʼd like to write, co-
ordinate with the managing ed-
itor at 656-3488, or email
editor@hawaiiarmyweekly.com.

The editorial deadline for arti-
cles and announcements is the
Friday prior to Friday publica-
tions. Prior coordination is
mandatory.

Articles must be text or Word
files with complete information,
no abbreviations; accompanying
photographs must be digital,
high resolution, jpeg files with
full captions and bylines.

The Hawaii Army Weekly is
an authorized newspaper and is
published in the interest of the
U.S. Army community in Hawaii.

All editorial content of the
Hawaii Army Weekly is the re-
sponsibility of the U.S. Army,
Hawaii Public Affairs Office,
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii
96857. Contents of the Hawaii
Army Weekly are not necessar-
ily the official views of, or en-
dorsed by, the U.S. Government
or the Department of the Army.

The Hawaii Army Weekly is
printed by The Honolulu Star-
Advertiser, a private firm in no
way connected with the U.S.
Government, under exclusive
written agreement with the U.S.
Army, Hawaii.

The Hawaii Army Weekly is
published weekly using the off-
set method of reproduction and
has a printed circulation of
15,300.

Everything advertised in this
publication shall be made avail-
able for purchase, use or pa-
tronage without regard to race,
color, religion, sex, national ori-
gin, age, marital status, physical
handicap, political affiliation, or
any other non-merit factor of the
purchaser, user or patron.

The appearance of advertising
in this publication, including in-
serts and supplements, does
not constitute endorsement by
the Department of the Army, or
The Honolulu Star-Advertiser,
of the firms, products or ser-
vices advertised.

20 days
since last

fatal accident

We want to
hear from you...

Number represents fatal
accidents as defined by Army
Regulation 385-10, which is
inclusive of all active component
U.S. Army units and personnel.
Current as of 09/22/11.
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COL. DOUGLAS MULBURY
Commander, U.S. Army Garrison-Hawaii

The “Ask the Garrison Commander” program allows
Soldiers, civilians and family
members to present concerns
and recommend outcomes.

U.S. Army Garrison-Hawaii
directorates and support staff
research queries and provide
responses to me, which are
monitored by a customer man-
agement team.

A sampling of these ques-
tions that have community-
wide impact are published in
the Hawaii Army Weekly.

Submit questions via the Ask
the Garrison Commander email
address and through the USAG-
HI web link at www.garrison.hawaii.army.mil/comments/
contactgc.aspx. Time-sensitive concerns should be direct-
ed to the Interactive Customer Evaluation system at
ice.disa.mil.

Q: My husband is a sergeant with six years of service,
and we have one daughter. We’ve never lived on

post because the housing we qualify for is awful compared
to what we’re able to rent off post. I would like to know why
the military continues to use the rank/dependent system to
determine the quality of housing Soldiers and families
qualify for; it’s dated and creates a class system that does
nothing to promote morale.

A: Homes are designated for officers, senior enlisted
and junior enlisted in accordance with Army

guidelines and the home assignment process, as set forth
by the Army, and is based on rank, the number of
command-sponsored dependents and availability.

The quality of on-post housing has improved dramat-
ically in recent years, particularly here in Hawaii, follow-
ing privatization. Since privatization, in excess of 3,200
homes have been constructed and more than 1,000 have
been renovated. Within the next six years, we expect to
have all remaining homes rebuilt or renovated, and all
two-bedroom units completely eliminated from our inven-
tory and replaced with more spacious three-, four- and
five-bedroom homes. We have already completed more
than 60 percent of this work, with priority going to junior
noncommissioned officer and NCO homes.

We are well on our way to being able to provide mod-
ern and quality-built homes, comparable to or better
than those found in the surrounding civilian communi-
ty, for anyone who desires to reside on post.

Q: The main Army and Air Force Exchange Service
gas station at Schofield Barracks is in a poor

state of repair. It is rare when all of the gas pumps and
air dispensers work. The credit card readers are often
broken, the paper towel dispensers are broken or emp-
ty, and the washer fluid containers are not filled. Also,
if the gas pumps had longer hoses, they would be able
to accommodate all cars and trucks, regardless of which
side the filler cap is located.

A: The Exchange is in the process of upgrading its gas
dispensers. The manager of the Schofield Car Care

Center apologizes for the mechanical condition of the
gas dispensers and assures me the staff is monitoring
them on an hourly basis, to ensure the pumps remain in
proper working condition. Also, they are closely watch-
ing the washer fluid containers to ensure they are kept full
and clean. The air pumps were recently replaced, and
they will be checked on a regular basis to ensure they re-
main operational.

Q: What can be done to prevent people from climb-
ing the fence and coming on to the installation,

particularly at night? I recently had some things stolen
from my home, and others in my neighborhood have
seen strangers climbing the fences surrounding their
houses and coming into their yards.

A: With an installation as large and as spread out as
ours, it is impossible for our limited number of

Military Police and other security personnel to prevent tres-
passing and the other types of criminal activity.

That’s why it is incumbent upon all Soldiers, families
and civilians to work with our MPs to help make USAG-
HI safe and secure. The safety of our installation and our
housing communities is a responsibility that must be
shared by community members and the police.

Our law enforcement program relies on each of us to
assist the police by serving as their eyes and ears. We all
have a responsibility for being alert to strangers in our
neighborhoods, taking note of unusual activity and report-
ing suspicious behavior to the proper authorities.

Mulbury addresses housing,
AAFES facilities and safety

Mulbury

Ask the Garrison
Commander!

To submit an “Ask the Commander” question,
send an email to AskTheCommander.usaghi@
us.army.mil. For more information, call Rosie
Stone (655-9033) at USAG-HI’s Customer Rela-
tions Team, or call Aiko Brum (656-3155) at
USAG-HI Public Affairs Office.

CHAPLAIN (CAPT.) TERRELL L. BYRD
225th Brigade Support Battalion, 2nd Bde. Combat Team,

25th Infantry Division

People may worry about the news in fi-
nancial circles, conflicts around the globe and
deployment.

At this moment, people may be concerned,
worried and even feel
anxious about current
government budget
constraints that will
have an effect on the
military.

Others’ worries do
not extend beyond
their front doors. Their
concerns may be about
daily living, getting
over past mistakes or if

their relationships can survive the tide of
animosity that has been built.

With all of these burdens, it is of little
wonder that many have built fortresses of de-
spair and walls of self-loathing.

1 Peter 5:7, from the Amplified Bible, says
to cast “the whole of your care (all your
anxieties, all your worries, all your con-
cerns, once and for all) on him, for he cares
for you affectionately and cares about you
watchfully.”

These words provide immeasurable com-
fort and give direction for all those who are
ready to live a healthier, happier and less-
stressed existence.

The Amplified Bible begins the Scripture
with “casting.” The word means to throw
off. Literally, the implication is to throw it so
far that it cannot be retrieved. To get rid of
the things that degrade the ability to enjoy
life, we must be willing to throw those neg-
ative things far away, so that they cannot be
found.

Pay careful attention to the word “whole.”
If we are not willing to invest ourselves in
giving over all of the negative things, then

we will constantly find ourselves addressing
old issues, which are destructive to healthy
living.

The power of this Scripture is that the full
spectrum of negative emotions is addressed.
All of the anxieties, worries and concerns can
be cast off, once and for all. This casting can
only be done through trusting God.

Everyone must take care of his or her
spirit if he or she is going to have total
health. We must examine our relationships,

words that are spoken and words that are
heard.

The main point is that we have a God
who is watching and willing to take every
burden, care and discomfort. God will give us
peace.

Matthew 11:28-29 says, “Come to me, all
you who labor and are heavy-laden and
overburdened, and I will cause you to rest. (I
will ease and relieve and refresh your souls).
Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for
I am gentle (meek) and humble (lowly) in
heart, and you will find rest (relief and ease
and refreshment and recreation and blessed
quiet) for your souls.”

God will take your burdens away

Byrd

“Pay careful attention to the
word ‘whole.’ If we are not
willing to invest
ourselves in giving over all
of the negative things, then
we will constantly find
ourselves addressing old
issues, which are destructive
to healthy living.”



JOINT TASK FORCE-HOMELAND DEFENSE PUBLIC AFFAIRS
News Release

FORT SHAFTER — An exercise designed to
validate regional pandemic influenza and infec-
tious disease response plans was conducted at
various locations on the island, Sept. 13-16.

Joint Task Force-Homeland Defense con-
ducted exercise “Lightning Rescue,” a JTF-HD-
sponsored exercise that began in 2006 to exam-
ine infectious disease/biological threats.

Lightning Rescue typically involves partici-
pation of more than 20 organizations, includ-
ing interagency partners from civilian govern-
ments, private companies, nongovernmental
organizations and Department of Defense instal-

lations and organizations.
“What is unique about this year’s exercise is

that (U.S. Pacific Command) and the state of
Hawaii will exercise, for the first time, a new
DOD command-and-control construct for do-
mestic response, called Dual Status Command,”
said Mel Garcia, deputy, Joint Operations, JTF-
HD.

In December 2010, a joint action plan for
Dual Status Command was approved by the
Council of Governors, DOD, the Dept. of Home-
land Security and the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, stating that the appointment
of a Dual Status Command is now the “usual
and customary command and control arrange-

ment” when state and federal military forces are
employed simultaneously, in support of civil au-
thorities in the U.S.

JTF-HD is PACOM’s executive agent for
homeland defense and civil support in response
to all types of hazards, including response and
recovery from accidental, man-made or natural
disasters in Hawaii and other U.S. domestic ju-
risdictions in the Pacific.

JTF-HD, here, is designated as the HD coor-
dinating agency between DOD and civilian au-
thorities in Hawaii, Guam, American Samoa, the

Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, the
Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic
of Marshall Islands and the Republic of Palau.

Working closely with Dept. of Homeland Se-
curity, Dept. of State, state and local govern-
ments, and military organizations in the Pacif-
ic, JTF-HD maintains situational awareness,
helps coordinate implementation of a compre-
hensive Critical Infrastructure Protection Pro-
gram, and coordinates and provides DOD re-
sources to help save lives and mitigate proper-
ty damage.

HAWAII ARMY WEEKLY SEPTEMBER 23, 2011 | A-3SOLDIERS

2ND LT. WILLIAM D. THOMSON
643rd Engineer Company, 84th Eng. Battalion, 130th Eng. Brigade,

8th Theater Sustainment Command

SCHOFIELD BARRACKS — Unlike most of the
vertical construction units within the Army today,
the 643rd Engineer Company has a unique oppor-
tunity to conduct missions in many countries
outside the Middle East.

Although the company hasn’t deployed as one
unit since 2009, platoons, squads and individu-
al teams of Soldiers are constantly on the move
throughout the Pacific, to meet the ongoing de-
mand for high-quality construction, whenever
and wherever their skills are needed.

Recently, the 643rd Eng. Co., 84th Eng. Battal-
ion, 130th Eng. Brigade, 8th Theater Sustain-
ment Command, added another country to the list
of places where “Wolf Pack” Soldiers have oper-
ated in 2011.

Spc. Abel Almager and Pfc. Angel Puebla,
both carpentry and masonry specialists, 1st Pla-
toon, 643rd Eng. Co., successfully completed a
two-week mission to Kohn Kong City, Cambodia,
while attached to the 13th Air Force Civil Engi-
neering Element for Operation Pacific Angel.

The goal of their assignment was to aid in
improving U.S. military and host nation
joint/combined interoperability while demon-
strating U.S. support for regional security and hu-
manitarian assistance.

Almager and Puebla worked alongside U.S.

and Cambodian Air Force personnel to finish
building a hospital, as well as to put a roof on a
bathroom inside a local school. During both pro-
jects, they were able to share their technical skills
while embracing the opportunity to see how an-
other U.S. service branch and a different country
executed construction tasks.

In addition to the chance to serve the local peo-
ple of the area and interact with other friendly
forces, the Soldiers said they appreciated the
chance to be immersed in another culture.

Having both deployed in support of Ayara
Guardian 2011 in Thailand, a few months prior,
the pair said they had fun comparing two places
most Americans will rarely have an opportunity
to travel to. In Thailand, they were mostly sur-
rounded by buildings in a city, but the area
around the job site in Cambodia was much more
rural and secluded, they explained.

Almager and Puebla learned about Cambodi-
an culture, interacted with people from the host
country and sampled traditional cuisine.

“I looked forward to lunch every day at the
construction site, because it was always local
food that I really enjoyed trying,” Puebla said.
“That was also the best time to talk with the lo-
cal people and get a better understanding of their
daily activities, cultural differences, traditional
customs and courtesies.”

“The most rewarding part of the exercise was
the feeling that the Pacific Angel team had pos-

itively affected the lives of the Cambodian pop-
ulation who would use the buildings to improve
their way of life,” Almager said. “It was obvious
that the locals living in the area appreciated our

work. They not only expressed their gratitude
verbally, but many offered to help build during
the last few days of construction, as well. It made
me proud to serve in our Army.”

‘Wolf Pack’ jumps at chance to serve during Operation Pacific Angel

JTF-HD implements Dual Status Command during ‘Lightning Rescue’ exercise

Staff Sgt. Christopher Boitz | U.S. Air Force

Pfc. Angel Puebla, carpentry and masonry specialist, 643rd Eng. Co., 84th Eng. Bn., 130th Eng.
Bde., 8th TSC, paints the side of a clinic, during Operation Pacific Angel in Cambodia, recently.
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Falling back into formation
SCHOFIELD BARRACKS — Soldiers with 2nd Brigade Combat Team, "Warriors," 25th Infantry Division, conduct a
road test following a Stryker vehicle draw, here, Sept. 13. The Stryker has remained absent from formation during the
past three months, but will now be integrated back into the Warrior family as the unit moves through the reset phase
and conducts future training operations.

Staff Sgt. Ricardo Branch | 2nd Brigade Combat Team Public Affairs, 25th Infantry Division

Gimlets: Leadership
skills are developed
CONTINUED FROM A-1

18th MEDCOM: Unit
ready for deployment
CONTINUED FROM A-1

heart pumping; they don’t know what is going to happen
next,” Adams continued. “Here, it’s not as stressful, but it still
provides the adrenaline that a lot of infantry Soldiers feed on.”

Working with Soldiers allowed Ciavarra to try more challeng-
ing scenarios within the obstacles.

“It helps their courage and helps them trust themselves,”
Adams said. “As much as you rely on your team, you also have
to rely on yourself to be able to pull yourself up when you fall.”

Soldiers who aren’t usually in leadership roles because of their
rank were able to show their leadership potential in the exer-
cise, Adams said.

“Activities like this make me excited to get out of bed and
go to work,” Adams said, adding that he would sign up to do
activities like this again if they become available.

Sgt. Joseph Hagan, detachment noncommissioned officer,
124th Optometry Team. “Working in a clinic in Afghanistan
will be pretty much the same as working in a clinic, here, but
we expect to see more eye injuries during the deployment.”

The first optometry team deployed in July, right before the
18th MEDCOM’s certification exercise, or CERTEX, in Au-
gust. The CERTEX determined that the unit was able to perform
its wartime mission.

Ten days after the completion of the CERTEX, the second
team conducted its FTX to prepare for deployment later this fall.

Capt. John Stehulak (left), det. officer, 124th Med. Det., 18th
MEDCOM (DS), examines the eyes of Sgt. Maj. Kim White,
intelligence sergeant major, 18th MEDCOM (DS), during the
unit’s FTX, Sept. 10.

JEFFREY CASTRO
Criminal Investigation Command Public Affairs

QUANTICO, Va. — Sgt. Andrea Chica, training noncommissioned
officer and chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear NCO for
Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 19th Military Police Bat-
talion, Criminal Investigation Command, Schofield Barracks, was re-
cently awarded the Latina Style 2011 Meritorious Service Award.

According to Latina Style, a publication which showcases Latina
achievements in all areas, including business, science, civic affairs,
education and the arts, the purpose of the award is to “recognize mil-
itary and Department of Defense civilian personnel who, through their
service, have enhanced the role of Latinas in their organization and
honor them for their service to our country, leadership, accom-
plishments and commitment to building a strong community.”

The criteria for military awardees includes embodying the qual-
ities that are at the core of the service’s mission, being well respect-
ed amongst their superiors and peers as leaders and upstanding ser-
vice members, displaying exceptional character and treating the
Hispanic community with dignity and pride.

In the award announcement, Latina Style said Chica exemplified
these traits and distinguished herself by making significant contri-
butions to her country in equal opportunity, civil rights programs and
public service to her local community.

The presentation of the award coincided with National Hispanic
Heritage Month.

“When I found out I’d won, I felt so honored to be able to repre-

sent the Hispanic community in the military,” Chica said. “I feel that
our contributions to the U.S. armed forces sometimes go unno-
ticed, but this award clearly shows they aren’t. I feel proud to be ac-
knowledged with this award.”

Col. Joe Ethridge, deputy commander,
U.S. Army CID, said Chica “truly epitomizes
the command’s EO goals and objectives, and
the furthering of equality for all through di-
versity.

“Chica has, by example of her personal
life and professional career, supported the full
integration and promotion of all individuals
and encouraged the participation of Hispan-
ic women within her sphere of influence,”
Ethridge wrote. “Chica has not only developed
her own potential with great success, but she

also dedicated her efforts to creating and expanding opportunities
for others. She is a unique asset to this command.”

Chica joined the Army in July 2006.
“I joined the Army to make a new life for myself and to create bet-

ter educational opportunities,” she said. “I wanted to go to college
after high school, but I didn’t want to put that financial burden on
my parents. … The Army was the perfect opportunity to meet that
goal; it’s given me so many opportunities.”

Chica recently graduated from the Advanced Leader Course at Fort
Leonard Wood, Mo., and is currently working on a bachelor’s degree.

CID sergeant recognized for enhancing Latina role
September is National Hispanic Heritage Month

Chica



STAFF SGT. CRISTA YAZZIE
311th Signal Command Public Affairs

FORT SHAFTER — Signal Sol-
diers from throughout the Pacific
and the globe connected, here, for
the 311th Sig. Command’s Regi-
mental Week, recently.

The week kicked off with a golf
scramble followed by two intense
days of forums for noncommis-
sioned and commissioned officers,
addressing tactical and technical
changes and advancements in the
signal branch and within the Army
itself.

Brig. Gen. William Scott, com-
mander, 311th Sig. Command, and
Command Sgt. Maj. Kevin Thomp-
son, senior enlisted leader, 311th
Sig. Command, hosted the event.
Several distinguished members of
the Army signal community joined
them, most notably Lt. Gen. Carol
Pollett, chief information officer,
and Command Sgt. Maj. Ronald
Pflieger, senior enlisted leader, Army
Sig. Regimental Corps.

“The role of the warfighter is a
specific role to operate, maintain
and sustain the Pacific LandWar-
Net,” Pflieger said, who engaged
attendees with an open question-
and-answer session. “With all the
technologies and all the advance-
ments in the Sig. Corps, my funda-
mental belief is in you, the leaders
and Soldiers. The leaders and Sol-
diers are the centerpiece, which en-
ables this battle command.”

Forum topics included everything
from the new Regional Hub Node in
Guam, which represents global
reach for the Army, to the Sig. Corps
Regimental Association, which con-
nects the Army signal community
with its partners in the civilian sig-
nal community and key leaders
around the world.

Between the two days of fo-
rums, Chaplain (Col.) Gary
Gross, 311th Sig. Command,
hosted a prayer breakfast at
the Hale Ikena Golf Club, here,
where Chaplain (Col.) Daniel
Minjares, Network Enterprise
Technology Command, 9th Sig.
Command, was the guest
speaker.

The week culminated with
two final events. The first was
a morning regimental run
through Schofield Barracks, the
second a regimental ball at the
Hilton Hawaiian Village,
Waikiki.

The ball included the posting
of the colors; a performance
by the historic Kings Guard
Drill Team, Royal Hawaiian
Guard; and a regimental cake
cutting ceremony, culminating
with an address from Pollett,
keynote speaker.

During Pollet’s address, he
discussed some of the accom-
plishments within the com-
mand in the past year, specif-
ically that of the 307th Expedi-
tionary Sig. Battalion, 516th

Sig. Brigade, which executed simul-
taneous mission accomplishments
throughout the Pacific during its
deployment to Afghanistan. He also
discussed the 311th Sig. Command’s
timely relief efforts during Operation
Tomodachi to provide signal support
immediately following February’s
disaster in Japan.

“These selfless feats are not the
accomplishments of individuals;
these things were accomplished by
the work of teams,” Pollett said.

Pollet also thanked the civilians
and families of all organizations in
the Pacific for their hard work and
patriotism.

“You have an opportunity, to-
day, to set the conditions for the fu-
ture, but we cannot be afraid of
change,” he said. “We must em-
brace transformation as a way of
life and set the tradition for a pro-
tected enterprise effort structure and
services to enable the power to con-
nect anywhere, anytime, on any de-
vice, to leverage information and
enable decisive decision making.”

The official portion of the
evening concluded with a presenta-
tion of the Sig. Corps Regimental
awards and retiring of the colors,
ending the long and eventful week
with dancing.
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311th Signal Command hosts
celebration for 151st birthday

2ND LT. JYMETTE WATROUS
Forward Support Company, 84th Engineer Battalion,

130th Eng. Brigade, 8th Theater Sustainment Command

HELEMANO MILITARY RESERVA-
TION — Once every three months, the
84th Engineer Battalion, 130th Eng.
Brigade, 8th Theater Sustainment Com-
mand, conducts specialized training for
an entire day to remind all that they are
only strong when all the battalion’s
Soldiers are healthy and safe.

The battalion brought in speakers to
talk about a variety of topics — includ-
ing composite risk management, sub-
stance abuse, personally owned vehi-
cles and motorcycle safety, heat injury
prevention, outdoor recreation safety,
domestic violence and suicide prevention
— when it conducted its safety stand
down, here, Sept. 7.

Command Sgt. Maj. Raymond
Theard, senior enlisted leader, 84th Eng.
Bn., said he believes it is absolutely es-
sential to set aside time for the battal-
ion to focus on safety as one unit.

“It emphasizes how important safety
is to the senior leadership of the battal-
ion,” Theard said. “We want the Sol-
diers to know that they are our most
important asset. By having this training

at the battalion level, senior battalion
staff and the command group can par-
ticipate in these events and show the
Soldiers that even we are not immune to
safety hazards.”

The event also brought the battalion
together to reflect on accidents hap-
pening throughout the Army. Often-
times, Soldiers will only hear about in-
cidents that happened within their own
units, never realizing how many Soldiers
are getting injured or killed because of
preventable accidents Armywide.

“(This event) puts everything into per-
spective that’s happened Armywide, so
the same safety-related incidents don’t
happen again in our unit,” said Sgt. Travis
Thorpe, water treatment specialist, For-
ward Support Company, 84th Eng. Bn.

The safety stand down also empha-
sized September’s Suicide Prevention
Month.

“Suicide is one of the most difficult
subjects, (but) is also one of the most
dangerous when ignored,” said Chaplain
(Capt.) Mark McCorkle, 84th Eng. Bn.

The 84th Eng. Bn. will continue to
emphasize the importance of safety
through quarterly stand down days in
the future.

‘Never Daunted’ Bn. devotes entire
day to safety, suicide prevention

Capt. Julia Miller | 84th Eng. Bn., 130th Eng. Bde., 8th TSC

William Maxwell (left), safety officer, Directorate of Installation Safety, U.S. Army
Garrison-Hawaii, gives a class on motorcycle, all-terrain vehicle, moped and dirt
bike safety to Soldiers of the 643rd Eng. Co., 84th Eng. Bn., 130th Eng. Bde., 8th
TSC, Sept. 7, at a daylong safety training event at Helemano Military Reservation.

Cpl. Kawaiola Nahale | 311th Signal Command

Signal leaders join with the oldest and youngest attendees at the regimental
ball for a cake-cutting ceremony, as part of an 151-year tradition in
celebrating the anniversary of the Sig. Corps Regiment.



Changes improve IA at unit level, provide
cost savings, material is more relevant

EDMUND TAKEYA & MEDELINE HARKINS
30th Signal Battalion, 516th Sig. Brigade, 311th Sig. Command

WHEELER ARMY AIRFIELD — Recently, the regional training
course for information management officers, or IMOs, and battal-
ion/brigade signal officers, or BSOs, in the Army-Hawaii Region,
underwent a major revision aimed at making the course more ef-
fective and relevant.

This course has been completely revamped to meet the needs
of students, ensuring training is relevant and updated to reflect
the changes in information technology, or IT, and theater/regional
policy.

What was previously a five-day course has been condensed to
a two-day course, with an optional third day.

The impetus for the change is the theater policy that directs that
IMO/BSO duties be performed only by mission occupation special-
ty 25-series Soldiers and government service 2210-series Army
civilians, calling upon personnel with institutional IT training
and work experience.

The training course focuses on commonly performed IT tasks and
theater/regional IT policies and procedures for performing these
tasks, all to sharpen proficiency in core skills.

These skills include setting up or modifying user accounts or
adding IT systems in domains, being proficient in generating
work tickets and performing unit-level network security mitigations
on user IT systems.

Security of the Pacific Land War Net, the theater portion of the
worldwide Department of Defense data network, has increased sig-
nificantly in recent months, as exemplified by recent high-level In-
formation Assurance, or IA, compliance inspections. The course cur-
rently provides students with a heavy dose of IA awareness and pro-

cedures in this IT operational priority.
The intent of the course is to train the IMO/BSO to become the

first line of security at the unit level.
Upon completion of the course, students will have a better un-

derstanding of the Army’s IA program, Network Enterprise Center
services and organization, and basic IT troubleshooting skills.
Students will become the IT subject matter experts at the unit lev-
el and provide support to their organizations’ missions, deployments
and redeployment efforts.

Improvements to the course include a totally paperless environ-
ment, which will make enrollment in the course, access to course
materials, taking the exam and filling out forms online easier. Im-
provements also help administrators/facilitators capture data in real
time — like attendance, the start/finish of an exam, student evalu-
ations and exam scores — and extract and consolidate data less than
30 minutes after the course has ended, enabling timely feedback.

Previously, the course was presented twice a month, for up to
40 students per class, to meet the training demand during peak de-
ployment/redeployment cycles. This frequency and class size re-
sulted in significant human resource cost as subject matter experts
were taken away from regularly assigned duties to prepare for and
conduct course instruction during the original five-day course.

Condensing the course has resulted in cost savings, with min-

imal effect on overall instructional quality, and it has also reduced
organizational mission impact to supported units by more rapid-
ly returning students to their unit.
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IMO, BSO courses receive major upgrade

Larry Thomas | DPTMS, U.S. Army Garrison-Hawaii

Capt. Brent Bednarik (standing), assistant operations officer,
30th Signal Battalion/NEC, 516th Sig. Brigade, 311th Sig.
Command, discusses student critique comments on the
IMO/BSO courses, recently.

News Briefs
Send announcements for

Soldiers and civilian
employees to community@

hawaiiarmyweekly.com.

25 / Sunday
Tropic Lightning Week —

The 25th Infantry Division will
host the 25th ID Tropic Light-
ning Association’s 70th Re-
union, starting Sept. 25.

Highlights of the weeklong
event include a static display of
military equipment at Weyand
Field, Sept. 30.

29 / Thursday
Museum Closure — The

Tropic Lightning Museum at
Schofield Barracks is closed for
interior renovations through
Sept. 29. Normal hours resume
Sept. 30; normal hours are 10
a.m.-4 p.m., Tuesday-Saturday.
The museum is closed Sundays,
Mondays and federal holidays.
Call 655-0438.

30 / Friday
VRO Closure — The

Schofield Barracks Vehicle Reg-
istration Office, or VRO, Building
740, Soldier Support Center, will
be closed through Sept. 30 for
office renovations. Normal hours
will resume Oct. 3. The Fort
Shafter VRO, Building 5099,
Room 111, Fort Shafter Flats,
will be open for vehicle registra-
tions, 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Mon-
day-Friday. Call the Schofield
VRO at 655-0894 or the Fort
Shafter VRO at 438-1517.

October
1 / Saturday

Retiree Appreciation
Day — This annual event starts
at 9 a.m., Oct. 1, at the Hale
Ikena, Fort Shafter. Retired Sol-
diers, spouses and widow(er)s
are invited to attend. Hosts are
retired Lt. Gen. Allen Ono, chair-
man, and retired Command Sgt.
Maj. Donald Devaney, co-chair-
man of the U.S. Army Retiree
Council, Hawaii. Guest speaker
is Lt. Gen. Francis Wiercinski,
commander, U.S. Army-Pacif-
ic. Command Sgt. Maj. Frank
Leota, senior enlisted leader, US-
ARPAC, will give opening re-
marks. Call 655-1514/1585.

4 / Tuesday
Temporary Closure —

Contractors will install a con-
crete ramp and drainage sys-
tem on the Conroy Bowl side
of the Health and Fitness Center,
Building 582, Schofield Bar-
racks, through Oct. 4. A portion
of the parking lot between
Buildings 582, 555 and 586 will
be closed and used for contrac-
tor vehicles and equipment only.
Call 655-8789.

6 / Thursday
TARP Training — The

Threat Awareness and Reporting
Program, or TARP, replaces
Subversion and Espionage Di-
rected Against the U.S. Army, or
SAEDA training, and it is held
every Thursday at 9 a.m.

October training dates and
locations follow:

•Oct. 6, 9th Mission Support

Command Auditorium, Fort
Shafter Flats, Building 1554.

•Oct.13, Kaiser Auditorium,
TAMC.

•Oct. 20, Main Post Confer-
ence Room, Schofield Barracks.

•Oct. 27, Main Auditorium,
Camp Smith.

Call 655-1306/9501.

7 / Friday
Half-staffing — As a mark

of respect to Gen. John Sha-
likashvili, former chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 1993-
1997, the national flag will be
flown at half-staff at all in-
stallations, activities and ves-
sels of the Department of the
Army, from reveille to retreat,
Oct. 7.

20 / Thursday
First-Term Financial

Training — Mandatory training
will teach students basic financial
skills and financial planning,
8 a.m.-4 p.m., Oct. 20, Army
Community Service, Fort Shafter
Aloha Center. Call 438-9285.

Ongoing
Temporary Closure — The

Fort Shafter Police Station is
closed for remodeling. Changes
have taken place to continue
providing law enforcement ser-
vices to the U.S. Army Garri-
son-Hawaii South community.
The police desk has temporari-
ly moved into a trailer in Build-
ing T-118’s adjacent parking
lot. Police Administrative Ser-
vices are still located in Building
T-118, and it remains accessible
from Palm Circle Drive. Call
438-2230.

Non-appropriated Fund
Retirees — A compact disk
containing personal informa-
tion of 25,000 non-appropriat-
ed fund retiree records was lost
the final week of August.

The potentially compromised
information contains names, so-
cial security numbers, type of
retirement, retirement date,
amount of life insurance and
dates of service. Some records
may also contain birth dates.

Retirees who are at risk have
been sent notification letters ad-
vising them of the data loss and
actions they can take to protect
their identities.

Concerned retirees should call
(210) 466-1640.

Report Suspicious Ac-
tivity — “iWatch Army” is a
community program to help
your neighborhood stay safe
from terrorist activities. iWatch
Army asks you to report be-
havior and activities that are
unusual or seem out of the or-
dinary.

These behaviors and activi-
ties include items such as brief-
cases, suitcases, backpacks or
packages left behind at unit
headquarters, key entry points
and other high-traffic areas on
post.

Report all suspicious activity
to the Military Police:

•Schofield, Wheeler, Helem-
ano; 655-7114.

•Fort Shafter, Aliamanu,
Tripler; 438-7114.

•Fort DeRussy; 438-2650.
•Pohakuloa Training Area;

969-2429.
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SCHOFIELD BARRACKS — “Madden 12,” “NCAA Football
12” and “Modern Warfare” for Xbox 360 and Play Station 3.

3-D TV.
Free Wi-Fi.
Theater recliners to get all comfy and cozy in, while

watching movies on the new home theater projector and
16-foot inflatable widescreen.

These items aren’t on a Christmas wish list that a battle-
weary Soldier has jotted down for Santa.

Instead, they’re a sampling of what awaits redeployed
Soldiers and their battle buddies, either now or in the near
future, when they enter the revamped Tropics Recreation
Center, here.

Come Oct. 1, when the Tropics Recreation Center reopens
as the Tropics Warrior Zone, Schofield Barracks will join
other posts like Fort Riley, Kan., and Fort Hood, Texas,
which already have Warrior Zones — the latest Soldier-
focused morale, welfare and recreation program.

While the Warrior Zone is targeted toward single Sol-
diers, 18 and older, authorized ID cardholders, including
spouses, who are 18 and older, can partake in its offerings.

The Warrior Zone concept was born out of Armywide fo-
cus groups designed to find out what types of recreation
services and programs single Soldiers wanted.

The Tropics and its past iterations have offered gaming,
pool tables, video game systems and other recreational
equipment, including a music practice room with guitars,
keyboards and other instruments.

Transforming the Tropics into a Warrior Zone brings
additional funding to purchase more of everything. Offer-
ings will include a 3-D TV; high-definition TVs; 10 addi-
tional PS3s and 10 Xboxes for a total of 30 game sys-
tems, including Wii; more gaming and pool tables; and
new theater recliners, according to Melania Silva, facility
manager, Tropics; Community Recreation Division; Direc-
torate of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation; U.S.
Army Garrison-Hawaii.

Also, in the near future, the Tropics will offer free Wi-Fi
and a mechanical bull.

While the key feature of the Warrior Zone will be its tech-
nology, the Tropics will still host community-wide events,
such as “Street Dreams,” a car and bike show that will fea-
ture single Soldiers’ motorcycles, muscle cars and other rides,
Sept. 24, and the “Rocky Horror Show,” in October.

Patrons who want to take a break from video games can
go outdoors and play a game of sand volleyball or rent the
patio for a barbecue.

Future plans include a monthly “Late Night at the Trop-
ics,” with a deejay on a Friday or Saturday.

“If we see an interest among the Soldiers,” Silva said,
“we’ll increase the number of Late Nights.”

Units can still hold military briefings, conferences, hail
and farewells, and other military events at the venue.

Family Fun Fridays will move to another location, yet to
be determined.

Also, Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers, or BOSS,
will stay headquartered at the Tropics.

“Single Soldier Christmas is one of the biggest events we
have here at the Tropics,” Silva added.

Soldiers will be treated to a Christmas meal and presents.
The Tropics snack bar menu will get a makeover, too.

Plans are to offer menu items like quesadillas, chicken
teriyaki, salmon burgers and meatloaf, according to Aprill
Evert, food and beverage manager, Tropics.

“The Tropics team is looking forward to becoming a
Warrior Zone to serve our Soldiers,” Silva said. “When the
decision was made, it was like, ‘let’s march forward … We
got it. … We want it.’ So, the Tropics team is excited, and
(team members) just can’t wait.”

Besides offering gaming areas and video
games, the Tropics also serves as a venue for
special events, such as the Street Dreams Car

and Bike Show, 11 a.m., Sept. 24. Active duty
Soldiers can enter imports, antique, muscle,
unmodified and modified cars, bikes and trucks.
Call 655-5698.

Entry fees follow:
•Cars
Preregistration, $10; day of show, $15.
•Bikes
Preregistration, $5; day of show, $10.

Have an idea about what type of program-
ming you’d like to see at the Tropics? Share your
suggestions at 655-6698. Visit www.himwr.com
to see the Tropics calendar. Most activities are
free, with the exception of special
events/programming.

The Tropics is also the home of BOSS, a
morale, welfare and recreation program for
single Soldiers. Call 655-1130.

Tropics Warrior Zone hours of operation
•Monday-Friday, 10:30 a.m.-10 p.m.
•Saturday, 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
•Sunday, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Tropics Snack Bar hours of operation
•Monday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
•Sunday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
For NFL Sunday Ticket, doors open at 6:30

a.m., so patrons can purchase breakfast.

Warrior Zone to offer

high-energy entertainment

Spc. Rusty Garza, 45th Special Troops
Battalion, 45th Sustainment Brigade,

8th Theater Sust. Command, shoots pool at
the Tropics Recreation Center,

Sept. 2, here.

Sgt. Greg Alvarado, Company E, 2nd Battalion, 25th Aviation Regiment, 25th Combat Avn. Brigade, 25th Infantry Division,
plays a video game at the Tropics Recreation Center, Schofield Barracks, Sept. 2.

T ropics
with atwist



24 / Saturday
Street Dreams Car and Bike

Show — Are you ridin’ fly? If your
car, bike or truck is hot, this event,
11 a.m., Sept. 24, Tropics Recreation
Center, Schofield Barracks, is for you.
Call 655-5698.

Standup Paddleboard — Take
a standup paddleboard lesson with Out-
door Recreation, 7 a.m.-noon, Sept. 24.
Cost is $60. Call 655-0143.

26 / Monday
Free Hula Classes — The Native

Hawaiian Liaison Office, USAG-HI, wel-
comes all Soldiers and families to par-
ticipate in free hula classes. Beginner
classes are 5-6 p.m.; advanced classes
are 6-7 p.m. Call 655-9694 or email
nhliaison@gmail.com. Classes are held
Mondays, Kalakaua Community Center,
Schofield Barracks, and Tuesdays, AMR
Community Center.

All Army Bowling — Men and
women can register for All Army
Bowling through Sept. 26. Soldiers
may apply via AKO on
https://armysports.cfsc.army.mil. Call
655-0856.

27 / Tuesday
Temporary Closure — Due to a

construction project, the Fort Shafter
Bowling Center will close at 8 p.m.,
daily, through Sept. 27. Limited open
lanes will be available. The Strike Zone
snack bar will remain open for business.
Call 438-6733.

28 / Wednesday
Afterschool — To celebrate His-

panic Heritage Month, elementary-age
children are invited to listen to His-
panic heritage stories, 3-3:45 p.m., Sept.
28, Sgt. Yano Library. Call 655-8002.

30 / Friday
Hawaiian Luau Lunch Buffet

— This $10.95 buffet is served at the
Hale Ikena at Fort Shafter and at the
Nehelani at Schofield Barracks, 11
a.m.-1 p.m., every last Friday of the
month, except in November and De-
cember. Reservations are required for
large groups, and come early. Call the
Hale Ikena at 438-1974 or Nehelani at
655-0660.

October
1 / Saturday

Fine Arts for Teens — This class
is for teens (12 and older) who wish to
explore their talents in fine arts. Four
Saturday classes in October will cover

watercolor basics; the first session is
12:30-1:30 p.m., Oct. 1. Cost is $45
and includes all supplies. Call 655-4202.

3 / Monday
Martinez PFC Closures — Por-

tions of the Martinez Physical Fitness
Center will be closed at various times in
October to move exercise equipment
and to paint. Call 836-0338. Locations
and dates follow:

•High-ceiling cardio equipment
room, Oct. 3-19.

•Nautilus equipment room, Oct. 4-17.

7 / Friday
Rocktoberfest — This third annu-

al event starts at 4 p.m., Oct. 7, at the
Nehelani, Schofield Barracks. Enjoy
adult-oriented games, traditional Ger-
man food and live rock music. No cov-
er charge. This event is for adults only.
Call 656-0097.

11 / Tuesday
Mini Flag Football — Registration

continues through Oct. 11; the season
runs Oct. 20-Dec. 15. Children born
in 2006 or 2007 are eligible. Cost is
$15. To register, stop by Parent Central
Services at either Schofield Barracks or
AMR, or call 655-6465 or 836-1923.

12 / Wednesday
ESL — English as a second language

classes are 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Monday
and Wednesday, Oct. 12-Nov. 21, ACS,
Schofield Barracks. Call 655-4227.

15 / Saturday
Polo Match — Watch Army Gold

versus Army Black in this inaugural
polo match, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Oct. 15,
Palm Circle, Fort Shafter. This event is
free and open to the public. Activities
include military static displays, keiki
activities, food, music and retreat.
Guests can bring chairs and umbrellas;
small pop-up canopies are permitted.
Personal coolers are permitted; how-
ever, open containers aren’t allowed.
Guests may purchase alcoholic bever-
ages on-site. Call 655-0111/0115 or
visit www.himwr.com.

Ongoing
Single Soldier Survey — Choose

the types of programs and activities
you want by filling out the Directorate
of FMWR survey now. Based on your
location, go to one of these sites:

•North
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/No

rth-Single-Soldiers.
•South
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/So

uth-Single-Soldiers.

Zumba — Classes are offered at the
Fort Shafter Physical Fitness Center,
5:30-6:30 p.m., Thursdays. Classes are
free for active duty and family mem-
bers; cost for all other eligible patrons
is $4 per class (cash only). Visit
www.himwr.com.

FMWR — Outprocessing Soldiers in
the Fort Shafter, Aliamanu and TAMC

areas can be cleared for Directorate of
FMWR services at the AMR Physical
Fitness Center, Building 1780, 176
Kauhini Rd. Call 836-0338.

Soldiers in the Schofield Barracks,
HMR and WAAF areas can still clear at
the Outdoor Recreation Center, Building
556, Heard Ave., Schofield Barracks;
call 655-0143.

UH Football Tickets — Buy Uni-
versity of Hawaii tickets at Army
Leisure Travel Services, Schofield Bar-
racks. Limited quantities are available;
buy early and avoid the lines at the
Aloha Stadium gate. Visit the office or
call 655-9971.

Vehicle Safety Inspection —
Don’t forget to check your vehicle in-
spection sticker located on your vehi-
cle’s right rear bumper to see if it’s
about to expire or already has. No ap-
pointment is necessary; first come, first
served. Call the Fort Shafter Auto Skills
Center at 438-9402 or Schofield Bar-
racks at 655-9368.

Twitter — Follow USAG-HI at
www.twitter.com/usaghawaii or at
www.twitter.com/hawaiiarmywkly.

Adult Sports — Men and women
can register for intramural racquetball,
basketball, volleyball and triathlons.
Women can also register for soccer. For
intramurals, call 655-8056; for All-
Army Sports, call 655-9914. Visit
www.himwr.com.

Send announcements a week prior to
publication to community@

hawaiiarmyweekly.com.

22 / Thursday
Girl Scouts Yard Sale — Clothing

for all ages, household and baby items,
toys, books, DVDs and small electronics
can be donated to the Girl Scouts of
the Kolekole Service Unit yard sale. Drop
off donations at the Scout Hut, Schofield
Barracks, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and 5-8 p.m.,
Sept. 22. The yard sale is 8 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Sept. 24, at the Scout Hut. Money raised
will go to support Girl Scouts events.
Email schofieldgirlscouts@gmail.com.

Founders Day — Help celebrate
Founders Day, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Sept.
22, at Fisher House II,
Tripler Army Medical
Center. Highlights in-
clude information
booths, food, enter-
tainment and a blood
drive. Call 561-7423.

24 / Saturday
Aloha Festivals Floral Parade —

A colorful equestrian procession of fe-
male and male pau riders; extravagant
floats with cascades of Hawaiian flowers;
hula halau, or troupes; and marching
bands will brighten Kalakaua Avenue in
Honolulu, from Ala Moana Park to Ka-

piolani Park, 9 a.m., Sept. 24. This year’s
theme is “Mele Ailana: Celebrate Island
Music.” The event includes a Marine col-
or guard and marching unit. Admission
is free. Visit www.AlohaFestivals.com.

Emergency Preparedness Fair
— This event, as part of September’s
National Preparedness Month, is 9 a.m.-
3 p.m., Sept. 24, at Ewa Makai Middle
School in Ewa Beach. The event will fo-
cus on tsunami, hurricane and earth-
quake preparedness; how to create a
family plan and supply kits; evacua-
tions; health emergencies and insur-
ance. Call 683-3388.

USO Benefit — This annual tribute
that honors active duty military mem-
bers from all service branches starts
5:30 p.m., Sept. 24, at the Pearl Harbor
Visitor Center at the World War II Val-
or in the Pacific National Monument.

Individual tickets and/or tables
will be available at a reduced

rate to military personnel
and their families. Email
elsmith@uso.org or call
422-1213.

25 / Sunday
Waipahu 5K Cane Haul

Run/Walk — Cheer on your
favorite athlete, 7 a.m., Sept. 25,

at 94-695 Waipahu St., Hawaii Planta-
tion Village. Visit canehaulrun.blogsp
ot.com, call 589-8448 or email
canehaulrun@yahoo.com.

Italian Film Festival — This
annual Cinema Italiano runs 10 a.m.-
noon, daily, through Sept. 25, at Ka-
hala Mall, 4211 Waialae Ave., Honolu-

lu, and shares the best in Italian
contemporary cinema. Visit
www.CinemaItalianoInHawaii.org.

27 / Tuesday
PWOC Program Day — This

Protestant Women of the Chapel event is
9-11:30 a.m., Sept. 27, Main Post Chapel.
Bring an appetizer or dessert to share.
Call 744-0620. Limited child care is avail-
able with reservation and CYSS registra-
tion. Email schofieldpwoc.watchcare@
gmail.com.

Ongoing
RAP Meeting — Get involved in

your community by attending your com-
munity’s Resident Advisory Panel. IPC
residents can develop and strengthen
their relationship with property man-
agement and fellow residents through
the RAP. All IPC communities have RAP
groups; contact your community manag-
er for details and volunteer opportunities.
Visit www.IslandPalmCommunities.com.

“Operation Kid Comfort” — This
local quilting group creates comfort
quilts and pillows for children of de-
ployed service members. Call 473-3398
or email pearlharbor@asymcahi.org.

Zumba — Classes are offered Satur-
day mornings at the Armed
Services YMCA, WAAF.
Pre-registration is required.
Cost is $20 a month and
includes the class and
on-site child care for the
duration of the class. Call
624-5645.

Parent Participation Preschool
— This program is for children ages 3-
4, and it helps preschool children make
a smooth transition into the structure of
kindergarten. Preschool days are 12-2
p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays, Wheel-
er Armed Services YMCA, WAAF. Cost
is $40 per month. Call 624-5645.

Troops to Teachers — This pro-
gram directly supports military members
who have chosen teaching as a career.
Troops to Teachers provides direct re-
source support, including hiring, and
it allows up to a $10,000 bonus for
teaching in high-needs schools. Call
586-4054, ext. 409.

Naval Aviation — Learn about
naval aviation history in Hawaii, 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m., by appointment, Monday-
Friday, or by appointment on Satur-
day and Sunday, at Building 1792, Mid-
way Road, Kalaeloa Airport, Kapolei.
Cost is $7 for adults, $5 for keiki under
18. Visit www.nambarberspoint.org or
call 682-3982.

Making the Grade — Students
can cash in on the Exchange’s “You
Made the Grade” program that recog-
nizes above-average academic achieve-
ment. Qualifying students will receive a
coupon booklet that includes free admis-
sion to an Exchange Reel Time Theater
and a complimentary slice of Anthony’s

Pizza with drink, as well as other
coupons.

To be eligible for a booklet,
students must present a valid
military ID and proof of an
overall “B” or better average to

their local Exchange.
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Sweet sounds of slack key
SCHOFIELD BARRACKS — Bruddah Cy Irvine plays Hawaiian slack key guitar at Sgt. Yano Library, here,
Sept. 14. He has been playing Hawaiian music for 35 years. Slack key, or ki hoalu, is the solo acoustic
guitar music unique to Hawaii. The strings, or "keys," are "slacked," or loosened, to produce a lingering
sound behind the melody. See video and more photos from this event at www.flickr.com/usaghawaii.

Vickey Mouzé | U.S. Army Garrison-Hawaii Public Affairs

Kung Fu Panda 2
(PG)

Fri., Sept. 23, 6 p.m.

Final Destination 5
(R)

Fri., Sept. 23, 8:30 p.m.

Cars 2
(G)

Sat., Sept. 24, 4 p.m.

Rise of the
Planet of the Apes

(PG-13)
Sat., Sept. 24, 7 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 28, 7 p.m.

Winnie the Pooh
(G)

Sun., Sept. 25, 2 p.m.

Cowboys & Aliens
(PG-13)

Thurs., Sept. 29, 7 p.m.

Call 624-2585 for movie
listings or go to aafes.com

under reeltime movie listing.

No shows on Mondays or Tuesdays.

Additional religious services,
children’s programs, education-
al services and contact infor-
mation can be found at
www.garrison.hawaii.army.mil.
(Click on “Religious Support
Office” under the “Directorates
and Support Staff” menu).
AMR: Aliamanu Chapel
FD: Fort DeRussy Chapel
HMR: Helemano Chapel
MPC: Main Post Chapel,

Schofield Barracks
PH: Aloha Jewish Chapel,

Pearl Harbor
SC: Soldiers’ Chapel,

Schofield Barracks
TAMC: Tripler Army

Medical Center Chapel
WAAF: Wheeler Army Airfield

Chapel

Buddhist Services
•First Sunday, 1 p.m. at FD
•Fourth Sunday, 1 p.m. at MPC
Annex

Catholic Mass
•Thursday, 9 a.m. at AMR
•Saturday, 5 p.m. at TAMC,
WAAF and FD
•Sunday services:

- 8:30 a.m. at AMR
-10:30 a.m. at MPC Annex
-11 a.m. at TAMC

•Monday-Friday, 11:45 a.m. at
MPC and 12 p.m.TAMC

Gospel Worship
•Sunday, noon. at MPC
•Sunday, 12:30 p.m. at AMR

Islamic Prayers and Study
•Friday, 1 p.m. at MPC Annex
•Friday, 2:30 p.m., TAMC
•Saturday and Sunday, 5:30
a.m.; 6, 7 and 8 p.m. at MPC
Annex

Jewish Shabbat (Sabbath)
•Monday, 6 p.m. at PH (Bible
Study)
•Friday, 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday, 8:15 a.m. at PH

Pagan (Wicca)
•Friday, 7 p.m. at MPC Annex

Protestant Worship
•Sunday Services

-9 a.m. at FD, MPC and
TAMC chapels
-9 a.m. at WAAF chapel,
Lutheran/Episcopalian
-10 a.m. at HMR
-10:30 a.m. at AMR

Single Soldiers’ Bible Study
•Wednesday, 11:30 a.m. at SC;
lunch is provided.

Worship Service
•Sunday, 6 p.m. at SC.

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam
Memorial Theater

Calendar abbreviations
8th TSC: 8th Theater Sustainment

Command
25th ID: 25th Infantry Division
ACS: Army Community Service
AFAP: Army Family Action Plan

AFTB: Army Family Team Building
AMR: Aliamanu Military Reservation
BCT: Brigade Combat Team
BSB: Brigade Support Battalion
Co.: Company
CYSS: Child, Youth and School Services

EFMP: Exceptional Family Member
Program

FMWR: Family and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation

FRG: family readiness group
HMR: Helemano Military Reservation

IPC: Island Palm Communities
SKIES: Schools of Knowledge,

Inspiration, Exploration and Skills
TAMC: Tripler Army Medical Center
USAG-HI: U.S. Army Garrison-Hawaii
WAAF: Wheeler Army Airfield
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JENNIFER R. KORANYI
Survivor Outreach Services; Army Community Service;

Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation;
U.S. Army Garrison-Hawaii

FORT SHAFTER — Gold Star Moth-
ers Day is Sept. 25.

Survivor Outreach Services, or SOS,
will honor Gold Star Mothers with a tea
party, 9:30 a.m., Sept. 23, at the Fort
Shafter Army Community Service, lo-
cated at the Aloha Center, Building
330, here.

SOS is part of ACS, in U.S. Army
Garrison-Hawaii’s Directorate of Fam-
ily and Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation.

A Gold Star Mother is any mother
whose son or daughter died in military
service to the U.S.

Gold Star Mothers wear a lapel but-
ton that contains a gold star on a pur-
ple background to signify their loss
was while the service member was in
action, or a gold star on a gold back-
ground, to signify the loss was active
duty noncombat related.

The history of Gold Star Mother’s
Day goes back to 1928, when mothers
whose sons or daughters served and
died while serving their nation orga-
nized American Gold Star Mothers,
Inc. to support each other. The name
comes from the service flag that has a
star representing each family member
serving in the military. A blue star rep-
resents each living service member. A
gold star is superimposed over a blue
star to represent those who have lost
their lives in service.

U.S. Congress designated the last
Sunday of September as Gold Star
Mother’s Day, June 23, 1936, in hon-
or and recognition of those mothers.

SOS tea party to
honor Gold Star
Mothers at ACS

Gold Star Mothers Tea Party

Gold Star Mothers are invited
to attend a tea; RSVP to 438-9285.

Honor Gold Star Mothers and
participate in a Gold Star Mother’s
Day Luminary Initiative, Sept. 25.
To learn more, visit www.gold
starmoms.com.

Story and Photos by

SPC. TIFFANY DUSTERHOFT
8th Theater Sustainment Command Public Affairs

SCHOFIELD BARRACKS — The 65th Engineer
Battalion, 130th Eng. Brigade, 8th Theater Sustain-
ment Command, held Jane Sapper Day to bring
Sapper Soldiers and their spouses together for a day
of combat training, here, Sept. 10.

“Jane Sapper Day is designed to do three things:
build teamwork among spouses, provide them with
insight into what their Soldiers do every day, and
challenge and allow them to get out here and have
a little fun,” said Lt. Col. Dan Koprowski, comman-
der, 65th Eng. Bn.

The term Sapper is used to designate combat en-
gineers.

Spouses participated in Leader Reaction Course ob-
stacles, including squad battle drills in a military op-
erations in urban terrain environment, and M9 and
M16 weapons familiarization.

Most participating spouses received encourage-
ment from their Soldiers, but not every Soldier is
home due to deployments. Spouses of deployed Sol-
diers still came out and gave Jane Sapper Day their
all in support of their loved ones.

“The event is particularly important because 50
percent of the battalion is deployed, so it’s really a
great opportunity for us to get our spouses of de-
ployed Soldiers involved in something a little differ-
ent than just a (family readiness group) meeting,” Ko-
prowski said.

Melissa Parnell, wife of Capt. John Parnell, 34th
Eng. Company, 65th Eng. Bn., said even though her
husband is in Iraq, she was still having fun with

the other wives.
“It’s been going great. We’ve been having fun,

sweating a little bit and laughing a lot,” Parnell said.
“One of the best parts, so far, has been the (physical
training) test; some of these ladies were killing it. My
favorite event is shooting the big guns, definitely.”

Throughout the day, spouses bonded with each
other and battalion Soldiers, building overall unit
morale and esprit de corps throughout their home

lives and the unit.
Soldiers had fun watching their spouses work as

hard as they do every day, like Pfc. Dennell Mcdow-
ell and his wife, Kendra.

“This is great; the wives are having fun. I’m hav-
ing fun watching them, and my wife and I are hav-
ing a blast to tell you the truth,” Mcdowell said.
“(Spouses are) learning why we’re so tired all the time
and what it takes to be a Sapper.”

Engineer spouses become Soldiers for a day

Spouses of the 65th Eng. Bn., 130th Eng. Bde., 8th TSC, navigate obstacles on the Leaders Reaction
Course during Jane Sapper Day at Schofield Barracks, Sept. 10.

Soldiers and spouses of the 65th Eng. Bn., 130th Eng. Bde., 8th TSC, emerge from yellow smoke thrown in a simulated ambush during Jane Sapper Day at
Schofield Barracks, Sept. 10. The event builds teamwork among spouses, provides them with insight into Soldier tasks and challenges them physically.
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MICHELLE COLTE
Hale Kula Elementary School

SCHOFIELD BARRACKS — Hale Kula Elementary School fam-
ilies traveled to a galaxy far, far away when they attended the
school’s Book Fair and Beyond Family Night, here, Sept. 16.

Centered around a space theme, children traveled from station
to station to complete science/space-themed activities.

Soldiers from the 25th Headquarters and Headquarters Battal-
ion, 25th Infantry Division, were among volunteers running the
various activity stations. They cheered students on at an obsta-
cle course, helped them fold paper airplanes and assisted with
food service and cleanup.

“The Soldiers really make an event of this scale possible,” said
Ellen Petry, facilitator, Parent Community Networking Center.
“We had more than 350 people at the event, which is a great
turnout.”

During family night, students drew extraterrestrial creatures,
spaceships and planets on a lunar landscape and created a
cratered surface, like the moon’s surface, at the impact crater sta-
tion. They also explored the principles of aerodynamics and test-
ed their skills against gravity at the egg drop station. The stu-
dents constructed a 3-inch square covering for their raw eggs,

to see if the eggs would withstand a 4-foot drop.
John Epstein, science resource coach, counted down to the egg

drop, where many students proved to be gravitational gurus with
packing materials like popcorn, paper and even a water balloon.

A local organization, Stars Above Hawaii, brought in high-
powered telescopes so families could gaze at stars, star systems
and constellations.

Greg McCartney from Stars Above Hawaii said “it was a
good turnout” and that “everyone seemed to enjoy it.”

Families could view multiple star systems like Alberio, Mizar
and Polaris. They could also see lagoon and ling nebula, Scor-
pio, the blizzard of stars in the center of the Milky Way and spe-
cific stars like Hokulea, Antares and Vega.
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Students celebrate learning, literacy at Hale Kula Elementary’s Family Night

Story and Photo by

2ND LT. KYLE SUCHOMSKI
65th Engineer Battalion, 130th Eng. Brigade, 8th Theater Sustainment Command

MILILANI — The 65th Engineer Battalion is continuing its ef-
forts to build a relationship with local organizations and to fa-
cilitate a lasting partnership within the surrounding communi-
ty.

Lt. Col. Daniel Koprowski, commander, 65th Eng. Bn., 130th
Eng. Brigade, 8th Theater Sustainment Command, toured Mililani
Middle School and met with its faculty and students, Sept. 14.

“Educators and Soldiers share a common purpose in that we
both serve others, and in our own ways, we each work to secure
our nation’s future,” Koprowski said. “That’s why we’re so hap-
py to partner with Mililani Middle School, and so enthusiastic
about this new relationship.”

Mililani Middle School is home to more than 1,800 students,
and is the primary feeder for Mililani High School. Not surpris-
ingly, about 13 percent of the student body, nearly 235 children,
are from local military families.

The Army has a longstanding history of working with com-
munities that surround its installations. These relationships im-
prove quality of life, not only for residents of the surrounding
areas, but also for Soldiers who reside, shop or spend their free
time in these communities.

By partnering with area schools, neighborhood associations
and similar local organizations, the Army demonstrates that it

is a good neighbor and can have a positive impact on the sur-
rounding community.

Soldiers of the 65th Eng. Bn. hope to build on the school’s and
students’ success by getting involved in a wide array of projects
and events throughout the school year. One project that the 65th
Eng. Bn. plans to support is the school’s community service pro-
ject that students will design and implement.

Elynne Chung, principal, Mililani Middle School, highlight-
ed that the partnership is a reciprocal relationship. Just as the
65th Eng. Bn. plans to help with fulfilling some of the school’s
projects, Mililani Middle School would also like to help the
battalion and its Soldiers. For example, students could write
“thank you” letters to deployed Soldiers.

Collaboration between the military and Hawaii’s public schools
is not limited to the 65th Eng. Bn. Units from each U.S. Army
Garrison-Hawaii installation have paired up with local schools
as part of the School Partnership Program.

Wayne Yoshino, school liaison officer, USAG-HI, manages the
program and has seen it grow during the past few years.

“This program has been a win-win situation for the Army and
(Department of Education) schools,” Yoshino said. “Communi-
ty service has been a long-range goal for our Army command.
Through this endeavor, many lives have been touched and im-
pacted through the years, whether through tutoring, beautifica-
tion of campuses, interaction between Soldiers and students, or
one of many other service projects.”

65th Eng. Bn. partners with Mililani
Middle School to help students, projects

Errol Hahn (left), Mililani Middle School, escorts Lt. Col. Daniel
Koprowski, commander, 65th Eng. Bn., 130th Eng. Bde, 8th TSC,
through the school’s arts wing, Sept. 14. The school offers art and
humanities programs, including an orchestra and a digital media lab.

A Soldier with HHBN, 25th ID, assists a student with thumbprint
art at Hale Kula Elementary School’s book fair, Schofield Barracks,
Sept. 16. The book fair had a science and space theme.
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